














M. MACROPHYLLA

Showing size of the leaves and flowers



























MAGNOLIAS

the finest of trees hardy with us. One deciduous
species M. macrophylla has flowers 1 § in. across
and leaves 30 in. long and even more ; but it is
somewhat tender.

Magnolias are highly ornamental, but not as-
popular as they should be. As Mr. Bean re-
marks, “ No groups of exotic trees give more
distinction to a garden than a complete collection
of Magnolias. There is not one that is not
worthy - of cultivation, the early flowering or
Yulan section being especially noteworthy for
the brilliant effect they produce in spring.”
‘Those who are forming gardens should always
give Magnolias their first consideration when
planting, and put in two or three examples of
all the best species and hybrids that can be
procured on their own roots. In two or ‘three
years’ time these plants will be well rooted and
grow rapidly, though it takes several years to see
them in their full beauty.

Most of the deciduous kinds are hardy as far
north as Yorkshire, and some even flourish in
Wales or the coldest parts of Scotland. The
evergreen kinds are as a rule best accommodated
with a wall, but fine species, such as M. Delavayi
and M. grandiflora, do well even in the open in
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MAGNOLIAS

same year’s growth putting sticks to them to get
the shape correct. I have notched some and left
others untouched, and the result is much the
same.

On the other hand, I have put down as many
as twelve layers of the hybrid M. Brozzoni, and
out of them only one has made roots. M. kodus
var. borealis and M. salicifolia seem difficult to
layer, but I do not despair of doing so.

It is quite possible that failure in layering may
be due to the fact that the young layers we put
down under big plants do not get enough light
and air. Unlike Rhododendrons and other shrubs,
they resent dense shade, and die off without
a certain amount of sun. I presume this is the
case, for where large Magnolias are layered in
open nurseries in large quantities as they are
in the Dutch nurseries and the Channel Islands,
and as I used to see them in Slocock and John
Waterer’s nurseries, they have practically no shade
and in consequence few failures.

Grafting is another useful method of increase,
and in Japan and America is much employed to
get large numbers. The grafting is done in the
usual manner at the side. In Japan, M. kobus,
M. denudata and M. hypoleuca are used as stocks,
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MAGNOLIAS

and in N. America M. acuminata and M. tripetala.
It is often impossible to obtain some rare kind
unless it is a grafted plant, but plants on their own
roots are always better in every way. In Holland
stock of M. /iliflora or its hybrids is used.

Transplanting. Practically the only difficulty
with Magnolias is to get them established after
planting. The roots are thick, fibrous and fleshy,
and in consequence are easily injured. Planting,
therefore, is usually most successful in spring
when active growth has either commenced or in
the cases of hardy kinds, about to begin.

March till late April are accordingly the best
times to plant. The majority of the Yulan
hybrids enjoy a good loam almost as well as a
mixture of leaf mould, sand and peat, which is
the ideal compost for all Magnolias. The various
species and hybrids like a fair degree of moisture,
but once established can resist drought better

than almost any shrubs. In the great drought

of 1921 I did not water any of my Magnolias
and did not lose one.

The matter, therefore, of establishing a Mag-
nolia is in the preparation of the pit or large hole
in which it is to be placed, and this should be
selected with great care with a visualization of
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M. DENUDATA

Showing how the flowers open in sunshine
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MAGNOLIAS

Place, Sheffield Park, Tilgate, High Beeches
and Brook House.

In Hampshire the gardens of Exbury and
Embley Park will soon be notable for their
Magnolias, although the majority of the plants
are still young.” Whilst many old gardens in
Hants and Somerset contain fine old specimens
of M. grandiflora and the Yulan hybrids.

Abbotsbury in Dorset possesses several fine
Magnolias of the older kinds, whilst the Garden
House, Saltwood, in Kent, has some noble
specimens. In the Thames Valley in Berkshire
there are good collections at Langley Park and
Bulstrode, and they even do well on the chalk at
Henley-on-Thames in the garden planted . by
the late Heatley Noble. Tittenhurst has a large
collection of Magnolias, and they are also well
grown in the nurseries round Bagshot and
Woking. |

‘Throughout Essex and Suffolk Magnolias do
well on the black soil areas, whilst in many
Norfolk gardens on the fine sand they flourish
especially about Norwich, East Dereham and
at Framingham Manor, where there is a good
collection.

In Devon there are some fine Magnolias in
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MAGNOLIAS

extensions of the northern watershed of the
Salwin and Irrawaddy rivers, and that all are

equally subject to a very heavy rainfall during
the monsoon season.

Magnolia nitida affects sheltered, yet open,
situations in mixed deciduous forests and thickets
usually with a very heavy scrub undergrowth,
and, though much branched, is yet compact and
shapely. The bark is dark, almost black, matt-
brown, black on the young wood.

'The leaves are thick and leathery, oblong, or
narrowly ovate-oblong, 23—3 by 2-1 inch, on
stout short petioles, dark glossy green above,
lighter beneath.

The flowers are produced freely, borne on
short stout pedicels, and. are fragrant. In colour
they range from pure white to ivory-yellow,
occasionally flushed deep purple on exterior, and
are slightly fleshy. When fully expanded 234
in. across. , '

Of the five species mentioned, Magnolias
rostrata, mollicomata, and nitida are now fairly
well established in cultivation. Of M. #saron-
gensis there may be a few plants, whilst, so far,
seed of M. zaliensis has never been secured.

G. FORREST.
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M. CAMPBELLII

South Lodge, Sussex
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M. DENUDATA
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M. SOULANGEANA. Seedling variety.



















M. DENUDATA

The big tree at Gunnersbury









MAGNOLIAS

M. Figo, DC.
= Michelia Figo, Spreng.

M. foetida, Sarg.
=M. grandiflora, L.

M. Fordiana, Hu.
= Manglietia Fordiana, Oliv.

M. fragrans, Salisb.
=M. glauca, L.

M. FRASERI, Walt., Fl. Carol. 159 and t.
(1788) ; Bot. Mag. t. 1206 ; Sarg. Silva

N. Am. 1. tt. 11, 12. “ Fraser’s Mag-
nolia.”

M. auricularis, Salisb.
M. auriculata, Lam.

S.E. United States.

M. frondosa, Salisb.
=M. tripetala, L.

M. fuscata, Andr.
= Michelia fuscata, Bl.

M. galissoniensis

=M. grandiflora, var. galissoniensis,
Hort. - ‘
60




MAGNOLIAS

M. GLAUCA, L., Syst. Nat. Ed. 10, 1082
(1759) ; Lodd, Bot. Cab. t. 245 ; Sarg.
Silva N. Am. 1. t. 3. ‘“Swamp Bay.”
‘“ Laurel Magnolia.”

M. fragrans, Salisb.

M. longifolia, Sweet.

M. virginiana, L.

E. United States.

Var. decidua (deciduous).

Var. major Sims (larger leaves and flowers).
=M. Thompsoniana, Sarg.

M. glauca, Pierre
= Talauma glauca, Migq.

M. glauca, Thunb.
=M. hypoleuca, S. & Z.

M. GLOBOSA, Hk. f. et Thoms., Fl. Ind. 1.

77 (1855).
M. tsarongensis, W. W. Sm.

E. Himalaya.

Var. sinensis, Rehd. et Wilson in Sarg. PL
Wilson. 1. 393.

W. Szechuan.

M. gloriosa
= M. grandiflora, var. gloriosa, Hort.
61
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M. CAMPBELLII
Leonardslee, Sussex






















































M. DELAVAYI

[Zoface p. 104.










MAGNOLIAS

be evanescent, yet when mature groups of flowers,
following the first ones, as in the case of Magnolias
hypoleuca and parviflora, are seen in quantity,
then the general effect is good and may advance
the garden quality of the species.” We must
therefore have a little patience, and one day we
may think very highly of the flower qualities of
a Magnolia which has few equals as an evergreen
tree. 'The plant first flowered at Kew in 1908.

M. Delavayi layers very easily, and I have
increased it in this manner. These layers take
about two years to root.

Like M. grandiflora, another handsome ever-
green, young plants are best placed in their
permanent positions in April. I have little doubt

that like M. grandiflora, it would be struck from
cuttings.

M. DENUDATA

Dzsrouss.
M. precia, Correa.

M. conspicua, Salisb.
M. Yulan, Desr.

In a wild state in Central China this magnificent
species grows into a tree up to 5o feet with wide
spreading branches and trunk 8 ft. in circum-

ference. In Europe there are a few trees importcd
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MAGNOLIAS

over a hundred years ago that have attained
30 feet in height, and more, and as some of them
still show no signs of decay, they may eventually
reach a size equal to those of wild specimens.

The leaves are obovate or obovate-oblong, rich
green, mostly pointed and pubescent beneath
when young, 4—7 in. long and 4-5 in. broad.
Flowers, large, pure white, campanulate, and
about 6—7 in. across; petals and sepals almost
similar, 9 in number, concave, fleshy, 3-4 in.
long ; fruit brownish, 3—4 in. long, slender.

It seems a pity that this species which has been
so long known in gardens as M. conspicua,
should have to be superseded by the name
M. denudata, which only antedates it by a short
- period. However, the law of priority is a good
and fast one, and we must abide by it, yet like
many household names it will be a long time
before scientific accuracy supersedes popular

nomenclature.

There is little doubt that the Yulan has been
known and cultivated as a garden plant from the
very earliest times in Central China (its true
home), and also in Japan. The Chinese ex-
hibited their love of culture and refinement at a

very early date, for history tells us that plants
107



















bS &

) " "
v£ L
v

M. DENUDATA
The great tree at Goldsworth Nursery, Woking







































MAGNOLIAS

tree. It 1s, however, really M. conspicua, var.
elongata, of which we have two other specimens.
The flowers of this plant are either pure white
or have merely a faint tinge of purple at the base
of the petals. One of them was really very fine
this spring, but of course it has not the distinction
and beauty of the Caerhays’ one. I quite agree
with you that the latter is quite distinct from the
old M. conspicua, in fact, I told Wilson as much
the last time he was here—his reply was that in
English gardens we do not know the true wild
conspicua, only the plant that has been cultivated

and developed by the Chinese during hundreds
of years’ cultivation.”

M. DOMINGENSIS.
URrBAN.
Magnolia domingensis, Urb. in Fedde, Rep. Sp.
Nov. 13. 447.

A tree, 3.3—4 m. high, with spreading branches ;
branchlets of the current year shortly and densely
villous with dirty whitish or yellowish somewhat
crisped hairs, with internodes o.7-1.2 cm. long,
those of the preceding year becoming glabrous,
when dry brownish, smooth, plicately striate.

leaves evergreen, coriaceous or thickly so, obovate,
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MAGNOLIAS

acute or somewhat so at the base, very obtuse or
rounded and usually slightly emarginate at the
tip, flat or slightly recurved at the margin,
7—11 cm. long and 4-7 cm. broad, when young
shortly and softly pubescent beneath, afterwards
becoming glabrous ; midrib more or less im-
- pressed above, lateral nerves 10—12 pairs, diverg-
ing at an angle of about 60°, prominent on both
surfaces, venation closely reticulate; petioles
about 2 mm. thick, villous like the young
branchiete ; stipular sheath up to 2.5 cm. long,
densely and shortly villous. Peduncles about
3 cm. long, gradually thickened upwards, shortly
villous. Flowers unknown. Fruit when young
shortly ovoid ; carpels about 14, very shortly
yellowish-hairy ; styles revolute. (J. E. Dendy.)

This species was found in Haiti, on the road to
La Barrire Couchant, at an altitude of 925 m.,
by Nash and Taylor. '

It flowers in July, and is related to M. porto-
ricensis, Bello, and M. grandiflora, L., which are
at once distinguished ; M. portoricensis by its
glabrousness and its shortly acuminate leaves, and
M. grandiflora by the shape of its leaves and the
very numerous carpels. (Urban.)
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MAGNOLIAS

outwards at the end of the petals; petals six,
purple outside with a darker purple hue up the
centre, inside white, narrowly oblong and sharp
pointed, 3 in. long, 2 in. wide ; anthers forming
a small purplish rose rosette in centre ; fruit in
a green cone, seeds red, seldom ripened.

The origin of this rare and beautiful hybrid,
sent out long ago by the Belgian nurserymen
and now apparently lost to cultivation, is some-
what mysterious. One parent is without doubt
M. liliflora, since in many characters the plant
bears a resemblance to that species, but what
the other parent was we do not know. It may
be one of the numerous seedlings from M. Lennei
or it may be a new hybrid with M. stellata as
the other parent, since the long narrow shape of
the petals suggests such a theory. After searching
enquiries on the continent I am not convinced
that we know anything about this plant, but the
strongest presumption is that it originated in the
nursery of Van Houtte about forty years ago.

M. gracilis is a very rare hybrid in English
gardens, and I have not seen six examples in
various gardens. Some fourteen years ago I
obtained two specimens from Holland, and these
have grown slowly up to g feet but are in good
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M. HYPOLEUCA
On the left M. kobus var borealis

Comptons Brow
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MAGNOLIAS

shining and finally glabrous above, rather dull
and darker and finally glabrous beneath, 20—40
cm. long and 11-1§ cm. broad, markedly be-
coming smaller towards the ends of the branch-
lets ; lateral nerves 12-—20 pairs, prominent
beneath ; petioles 2.5—5 cm. long, thickened at
the base; stipules narrowly convolute, about
7.5 cm. long. Peduncles stout, 3.7—5 cm. long
(longer in fruit), tawny-pubescent or becoming
glabrous, closely ringed with annular scars.
Flower-buds ovoid rotund, ashy-puberculous, en-
veloped in a coriaceous, rounded, concave spatha-
ceous bract. Flowers fragrant, about 8.8 cm.
in diameter when expanded (but rarely expand-
ing). Sepals 3, coriaceous, green outside, white
inside, broadly oval or obovate, concave, about
4 cm. long, caducous. Petals 6, thick, fleshy,
white, resembling the sepals but broader. Gynae-
cium conical, of numerous imbricated carpels
with compressed beaks. Fruit oblong-conical,
12.5-17.5 cm. long and 3.7-6.3 cm. in dia-
meter ; ripe carpels narrowly ovoid, 1.5 cm.’
long, rugose, with long, . spreading coriaceous,
lanceolate, spical beaks almost twice as long as
themselves. Seeds 1 or 2 ; testa orange. (J. E.
Dendy.)
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MAGNOLIAS

Occurs in tropical Himalayas, in forests at
low elevations from Nepal eastwards (Assam
Range, Khasin and Chittagong Hills).

Vernacular names: * Boramthuri Soppa,”
“ Doolee Champa  (Silhet).

Hutchinson considers this species as possibly
the most primitive of all flowering plants, on
account of the peculiar peduncle.

Dried specimens, both in leaf and flower, much
resemble the much commoner T'e/auma Hodgsonti,

Hk. f. et Thoms. | |

M. pumila, Andr.
=M. Coco, DC.

M. punduana, Wall
= Michelia pundiiana, Hk. f et Thoms.

M. purpurascens
= M. diva, Stapf.
=M. conspicua, var. purpurascens,
Maxim.

M. purpurea, Curt.
= M. liliflora, Desr.
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M. SALICIFOLIA VAR FASTIGIATA

Tilgate, Sussex
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